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•It should be obvious to anyone with a grade-school civics^i^h^yTrg'owrnmen/is being covered. We
and should not take action against the newspaper because It disagrees with_tne y
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The Georgia First Amendment Foundation, Society of ProfesstonaUoumallsfs, ^ ^irSt
Foundation of Individual Rights in Education (F.I.R.E.) and the Student Press Law Center
You should be hearing from several of them in the very near future.
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you are the ieader of AASU. and the students rely on you to ensure that their First Amendment rights are upheid.
We ask that you please review ou, evidence and have your legal counsel review itas well so we can move forward without a
lawsuit.
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Dear President Jones,
Youdon'tneedmetotellyouwhat'sgoingonbetweenSGA
and The Inkwell. As you have seen in the past few editions,
this matter has been discussed ad nauseum. But unlike my
starry-eyed coworkers (and to be perfectly honest), I don't
really care about this whole freedom of speech thing either.
In that way, I like to think that we are very much alike,
you and I. So if you do decide to cut our budget down to
nothing or dissolve the student newspaper altogether, it's
really no skin off my back. Heck, you can burn the MCC
to the ground and lead my fellow writers to Chinese work
camps for all I care. I do, however, take issue with the
matter of this lawsuit as a threat to my paycheck. I'm not
sure if you know this, but as I barely get paid anything as
Arts & Entertainment editor as it is, and these people are
actually crazy enough to propose cutting the budget even
more. So I'm sure that I'm speaking on your behalf when
I say that cutting our budget - and by association, my
paycheck - is an outrage, and will undoubtedly go down
as one of the greatest crimes perpetrated onto mankind.
Please, Dr. Jones, don't let them take my money away.
Much Love,
Brian Anderson

President Jones,
When you passively allow the voice ofour newspaper to be
censored, you allow our First Amendment Rights to be ques
tioned. You are not just allowing the silence of a newspaper,
but the students you preside over. It's your duty to intervene.
Sincerely,
Quatoyiah Murry
Sports Editor

Dear President Jones,
It might sound like we're simply whining about our
newspaper budget, as many feel we are, but allowing stu
dents to control other students is a recipe for disaster.

.00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.

It is morally and legally unjust to allow a senate, whose
members have direct conflicts of interest with the newspaper,
to decide our budget. I wrote a controversial article that told
of issues within the Police Department, and one of the offi
cers sat on the same committee that determined our budget.
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Although I personally believe that the officer is an up
standing member of society and would not have intention
ally slashed an excess of $14,000 from the newspaper's
budget for next year, this shows an obvious conflict of in
terest. There have been numerous comments and snide
remarks made about where I received the information for
the article - and if you feel the need to, I can provide writ
ten documentation and an interview with the Chief of Po
lice himself to prove all points discussed within the article.
I personally hope that this never goes to court, and
I am sure that you will rectify the situation. I think the
best way to end this letter is with the First Amendment:
"Congress shall make no law respecting an establish
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press;
or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to
petition the Government for a redress of grievances."
Sincerely,
Patrick Fina
Photo and Graphic Arts Editor
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Sunday Bus Schedule
SCAD
turner House*
19*91) a,m,'IO*9$ a.m.
Bmndarymami*
19*19 mm,'10*1$ a.m.
Barnard I Wave;
19*2$ & milfoil! a.m.
AASU
Compass Point*
19*4$ a.m,-t§*$9 a.m.
SSU
The mope:
19*1$ a.m,'l»*20 a.m.
King Prosier*
I
m
t9*2$7m,-l9*F>
Mltum.

Savannah Service*

9700 Midtlleground Road
SiMeeXimei
Saturday; 6:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am & 11 ;00 am
Wednesday 7:00 pm

Rlncon Services
135 Goshen Road
Sunday 1:30 pm
Thursday 7;00 pm

Dear AASU Pr esident,

rmM'r. Rickv and

A couple of months ago I was walking down an AASU
hallway when I noticed Christopher Walken's picture on an
Inkwell bulletin. Writers were wanted, and I was willing to
do it. I want to be a part of the Inkwell, but I'm worried now
that my voice, and especially the Inkwell's, will be severely
compromised. Our First Amendment right has been violated,
and if something isn't done about it now it will only worsen.
Why should we not have the right to speak and think freely?
The SGA and administration violated our rights and
you know how they were violated, it's in black and white
in case you don't know. I don't understand why who
ever did it, did it or why something hasn't already been
done, but I suspect dirty intentions. It's unfair and un
just, so PLEASE help me, the Inkwell, and everyone who
is affected by this crime in any way possible. And if you
don't help when the RIGHT thing to do is clear, AASU
President, I'll only be forced to suspect dirty intentions.
Love,
Joseph Prouse

Ounir Tempi t

For more info ealh
912-927-8601
wwrnmreomlngbyfalth org

Dear President Jones,
College instills knowledge and idealism in young adults. It is a period for learning new ideas and finding the paths
we will take in our lives. After coming to Armstrong and receiving inspiration from a teacher who encouraged me to
write for The Inkwell, I believe I have found my place in journalism. Due to recent events, however, I am beginning to
lose faith in my rights as an American. I am realizing the difficulties of reporting the truth in the face of censorship.
An editor cannot shy away from reporting on situations that may expose wrongdoing and incite controversy. The
Inkwell printed an article on the University Police Department reporting specific cases in which students were not
receiving information in a timely manner. The UPD has since changed its policy and the public now has access to
information about crimes on campus, not only at the department but online as well.
Unbiased, accurate journalism can inform students and improve the quality of life at the university. My staff and I
are learning, and improving, every day through our work on a student publication.
The Student Government Association members are learning, too. Unfortunately, they are learning how to abuse
positions of power. The SGA cut The Inkwell's funding because it is unhappy with what we report. The governing
students took issue with The Inkwell's use of wire reports, which covered topics such as college loans, presidential
candidates' takes on rising tuition costs, and.the increasing price of textbooks.
The SGA infringed upon my First Amendment rights. With your silence, the SGA has your tacit approval of this
transgression.

Amendment One
Congress shall make no law respecting an establish
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press;
or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and
to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

If we do not stand up to this violation, who will be left to report when the SGA desecrates another person's rights?
There is a reason an SGA member cannot also hold an editorial position on the newspaper: it is a clear conflict of
interest. The SGA blatantly abused its power by attempting to censor what it feels are reports "against the university"
(from an e-mail Chris Nowicki sent concerning coverage of the Security Walk). There is no such thing as an article
for or against the university—there are only facts, which The Inkwell reports to its readers.

Last time I checked I passed llth Grade US History that
taughtmetheBillofRights.Wheredoesa"governing"student
assembly get off in taking away my First Amendment rights?

The fact that the leader of this university refuses to intervene to protect the students' rights disheartens me. Your
actions send a message that amendments protecting freedoms are worthless, and even worse, that government has
unlimited power to keep the public in the dark about safety on campus and other issues concerning students.

Thanks,
Jeremy S. Cole

CLASSIFIEDS
Are online this week
www.theinkwellonline.com

I respectfully ask you, President Jones, to review the evidence and guide the SGA in its responsibilities.
Warm regards,
Kristen Alonso
News Editor
"The basis of our governments being the opinion of the.people, the very first object should be to keep that right;
and were it left to me to decide whether we should have a government without newspapers or newspapers without a
government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter." - Thomas Jefferson

